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SUBJECT: ITC FINDINGS ON FOOTWEAR AND OTHER PRODUCTS 

REF: GENEVA 1604 

1 . IN MAKING THE NOTIFICATIONS REGARDING THE FINDINGS ON 
ASPARAGUS AND SLIDE FASTENERS TO THE GATT SECRETARIAT FOR 
CIRCULATION TO THE GATT CONTRACTING PARTIES, PLEASE STATE 
THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS 60 DAYS IN WHICH TO ACCEPT THE 
FINDINGS OF EITHER GROUP OF COMMISSIONERS AS THE FINDINGS 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION. 

2. FYI- IN THE PAST, THERE HAS BEEN SOME UNCERTAINTY 
REGARDING THE APPLICABILITY OF THE 60 DAY TIME LIMIT FOR 
PRESIDENTIAL ACTION IN CASES IN WHICH THE MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE COMMISSION WAS EVENLY DIVIDED IN ITS FINDINGS. UNDER 
SECTION 330(D) OF THE TARIFF ACT OF 1930, THE PRESIDENT 

MAY ACCEPT THE FINDINGS OF EITHER GROUP FO COMMISSIONERS 
UNDER 201(B) AS THE FINDING OF THE COMMISSION OR 
HE MAY TAKE NO ACTION ON THE COMMISSION REPORT. THE PRIOR 
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DOES NOT (NOR DID PREDECESSOR TRADE AGREEMENTS LEGISLATION 
EXPLICITLY STATE) SPECIFY THAT THE PRESIDENT MUST MAKE A 
DETERMINATION WITHIN 60 DAYS OF THE RECEIPT OF AN ITC 
REPORT IN WHICH THE MEMBERSHIP WAS EVENLY DIVDED IN ITS 
FINDINGS. THIS UNCERTAINTY HAS BEEN REMOVED BY EXPLICIT 
LANGUAGE IN SECTION 202(B) OF THE TRADE ACT OF 1974 WHICH 
REQUIRES A PRESIDENTIAL DECISION WITHIN 60 DAYS OF THE 
RECEIPT OF A REPORT AND READS AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE WITHIN 
60 DAYS (30 DAYS IN THE CASE OF A SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 
UNDER SUBSECTION (D) AFTER RECEIVING A REPORT FROM THE 
COMMISSION CONTAINING AN AFFIRMATIVE FINDING UNDER SECTION 
201(B) (OR A FINDING UNDER SECTION 201(B) WHICH HE CON- 
SIDERS TO BE AN AFFIRMATIVE FINDING BY REASON OF SECTION 
330(D) OF THE TARIFF ACT OF 1930, WITHIN SUCH 60 DAY 
(OR 30 DAY PERIOD), THE PRESIDENT SHALL.. ..END QUOTE. END 
FYI. KISSINGER UNQTE INGERSOLL 
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